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planned along thcrapcMtic, lines. The reading must be woven
skilfully into other activities, and these must be activities
which they like, and which they can do. Doing and learning
must be not merely a catch phrase but a dominant character-
istic of their curriculum. Now, all this is best done through
a mall special class, where special methods with plenty of
sympathetic consideration can he given to each individual
Personally, 1 believe it is almost impossible to make much
progress with these very backward children in an ordinary
class with the usual senior school syllabus and time-table.
PLANNING TIIK METHOD
In planning the method there are again four important
aspects of the problem which should be covered.
(1)  The teachers should accurately determine each boy's
reading age*  This is probably best done by giving the graded
reading test us set out on pages 92-93.    This will immedi-
ately give the teacher a fairly accurate idea of the amount of
reading backwardness present, and of the vocabulary level of
material that the boy can be expected to attempt,
(2)  This step should be followed by an application of a
number of diagnostic watting tests.   The teacher can obtain
help here from Chapter VIII, Backwardness in the Basic
Subjects, in which details are given of a simple diagnostic
testing programme together with diagnostic tests (Appendix
III,   Backwardness   in   the   Basic   Subjects,  Oliver   and
Boyd),
(3)  The next step is to introduce the boys to a method
which will he different from the type of reading lesson they
have usually had, and which will therefore not suffer from
the negative effects of past reading failure.   Here again I
have outlined elsewhere in some detail what I have found
to be a useful approach,   (Backwardness in the Basic Subjects,
pages 216-220 and pages 244-247.)   Teachers may also like
to acquaint themselves with a slightly modified form of the